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This is our last issue during the year 1909. It 
has been a year marked, as far as our professional 
advancement is concerned, by steady progress to- 
wards many ends rather than by the visible accom- 
plishment of any; but, upon the whole, we bave 
much cause for satisfaction in the twelve months’ 
record. 

Abroad, the profession continues to develope, and 
to assume more and more of international import- 
ance. The success and dimensions of the Congress 
at the Hague last September was one sign of this ; 
the foundation of the Pan African Congress very 
early in the year, on the initiative of a Colonial 
Premier, was another. No such striking advance 
has marked our history in this country, and per- 
haps the most valuable work done has been in pre- 
paring for two steps which, if successfully accom- 
plished, will render the ensuing year one of the 
most memorable in our annals. 

During this year the financial impotence of the 
R.C.V.S. has been demonstrated to the most un- 
thinking member. The Bill which will remedy 
that impotence has been finally accepted by the 
profession, but is not yet before Parliament. It 
will be presented next year, and the future activity 
of the College depends upon its fate. This alone 
would render the present time un extremely critical 
one in our history ; but in addition, another move- 
ment only second in importance to the Act is now 
in process of development. This year has witnessed 
the inception of the scheme for amalgamation of our 
secieties ; at present we are engaged in formula- 
ting a scheme, and next year will decide whether 
we succeed. The advantages to be derived from 
combined action are incalculable; and if they were 
fully realised by members generally, all practical 
difficulties in devising and working a scheme would 
be overcome. If during the coming year our Bill 
becomes an Act, and our small and scattered Socie- 
ties are linked up into a co ordinated whole on a 
comprehensive basis, a new era for the profession 
in this couutry will have begun. 

Scientifically, also, the profession has made good 
progress throughout the world, and our own country- 
men have contributed their share to the year’s re- 
sults. The report of the Committee on Contagious 
Abortion, and some of the work done in our de- 
pendencies abroad,*may be cited as showing the 
quality of the pick of English veterinarians. On 
the whole, then, we are well satisfied with the year 
1909 ; and though its close is an anxious period for 
the profession in England, we have good hope for 
the future. 


SPLINTS. 


That “ splints” occurin many different positions 
is a fact known to everyone, but there is a site 
which has not obtained much notice. In fact the 
symptoms shown have often been credited to other 
causes than splint. Abnormal prominence of the 
lower ends of the small splint bones has been 
credited to fracture and to some deforming process 
going on in the bone. The prominent ends are 
easily felt through the skin and would catch the 
eye of any good observer. 

In every case of this kind in which I have been 
able to obtain a post-mortem examination there is 
a splint at the point of attachment of the small to 
the large metacarpus. Apparently the formation 
of a splint within two inches of the end of the small 
metacarpal bone has the effect of pushing outward 
the free extremity, and thus causing the deformity 
shown in Fig. I. So long as active ostitis is goin 
on lameness exists and the button end of the small 
metacarpus is pushed backwards away from the 
shank bone. 

In Fig. I it will be noticed how the end of the 
bone is not only displaced, but how it is thickened. 

The bone shown in Fig. II I have not been able 
to obtain a history of, but it seems to me to be 
clearly a case which has commenced in the same 
manner as Fig. I. Only one of the splint bones 
has suffered much, but it is thickened throughout 
its whole extent whilst a large exostosis on the lower 
part results from continued irritation. As it is on 
the inside, I venture to think that probably the 
unusual appearance resulted from repeated blows 
by the opposite foot. 

Hontinea. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


CuHronic ADHESIVE PERITONITIS IN THE Ox Diac- 
NOSED BY LAPAROTOMY. 


Storch, of Schmalkalden, records the following 
case of a draught ox about three years old, to 
which he was called on account of constipation of 
two days standing. The owner's history was that 
a fortnight before the animal had “ gorged himself” 
with resultant slight tympany and groaning; but 
after two or three days he had appeared quite well 
again, and had gone well in harness. As regards 
the present attack, he had eaten nothing in the 
last 48 hours, and had passed no dung, but only 
some slime in the latter part of the time. 
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Storch found the animal lying on his left side 
with outstretched limbs. He was moderately well 
nourished. The aspect was depressed ; the ears and 
the base of the horns were cool. The beast did not 

roan, but now and then emitted a soft lowing; be 
ay quietly, once only kicking at his belly with the 
right (the uppermost) hind limb. After repeated 
-arging, he got up heavily, and when standing still 
showed no uneasiness. The maxillary pulse was 
small, with an intermission of one stroke in every 
six or eight, and a total pulse-rate of 90 per minute. 
There was no jugular pulse. The heart sounds 
were clear, the respirations quiet, and the tempera- 
ture registered 100°6 F. The breath had no bad 
odour. 

Upon auscultation of the lungs, vesicular breath- 
ing was heard in all places. There was nc cough- 
ing during the examination. No display of pain was 
evoked by pressure upon the costal cartilages and 
the ensiform cartilage. 

(The author remarks that sensibility to pressure 
in this region, which is regarded as more or less 
pathognomic of gastro-peritonitis, is occasionally 
totally absent in cattle affected with that disease.) 

Peristalsis of the rumen was suspended, auseul- 
tation only yielding a feeble crepitation. Intestinal 
sounds were absent. Food and drink were abso- 
lutely refused by the animal. The anus was some- 
what relaxed ; a few particles of dung, and clotted 
grey slime not mixed with blood, were found in the 
rectum. 

Upon rectal exploration, tense elastic coils of 
small intestine were felt ventrally, pushed up in 
front of the entrance to the pelvis, and projecting 
into the pelvic cavity. It was impossible to dis- 
place these coils backwards towards the abdominal 
cavity.. Manipulation of the coils caused the 
animal to manifest violent pain by kicking and 
groaning. Neither a twist nor a tense band of 
mesentery could be discovered in the accessible 
coils of intestine; which were, moreover, so full and 
tense that it was impossible for the hand to 
penetrate beyond them for further rectal explora- 
tion. 

Storch diagnosed either a volvulus of the small 
intestine or adhesions of the coils of that viscus. 
He decided upon laparotomy, which he performed 
next morning, opening the right flank. 

After incision of the peritoneum, no portion of 
the intestine protruded; and when the arm was 
introduced into the abdomen, it was impossible to 
draw any intestinal coils through the wound to the 
exterior. By closer manipulation, Storch then 
found extensive fibrous firm adhesions, not separa- 
ble with the hand, between the small intestine and 
the abdominal wall. The coils of small intestine 
which bad been discovered by rectal examination 
were similarly firmly united with the parietal peri- 
toneum in the pelvic cavity. 

The case being hopeless, the ox was slaughtered. 
When the abdominal viscera were removed, in 
addition to the chronic lesions already mentioned, 
an old traumatic gastro-peritonitis was found. The 
left sac of the rumen and the reticulum were 
adherent to the diaphragm; and between the 


diaphragm and the reticulum was an abscess the 
size of a fist, in this latter was a punctured canal 
with bluish-black walls, evidently caused by a 
ogy body. The foreign body was no longer to 


be discovered. — Berliner Tierarztliche Wochen- 
schrift. W. R. C. 
ProposED RECONSTITUTION OF THE NATIONAL 


VETERINARY ASSOCIATION AND UNION OF THE 
VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


No movement which involves the interests of several 
bodies can be brought to a satisfactory conclusion with- 
out ‘extensive discussion by all the parties concerned. 
The suggested scheme by which it is ho to consoli- 
date the various isolated veterinary societies and asso- 
ciations forms no exception to the general rule. It is 
therefore a profound misfortune that a large and im- 
ow society like the Royal Counties Veterinary 

edical Association should have passed over the scheme 
for union without subjecting it to detailed criticism. It 
is yet more to be deplored that the result of the limited 
and by no means exhaustive discussion should have re- 
sulted in the carrying of a motion which, under the cir- 
cumstances, can be taken as in no way voicing the feel- 
ing of the Association. A majority of six to four can- 
not be seriously put forward as indicating the opinion 
of the whole Association ; nor will it, I feel sure, be so 
regarded by the other veterinary societies. Certainly 
the majority was not so overwhelming as to justify the 
assumption that it would materially affect the delibera- 
tions of other associations. It is perhaps natural in me 
to regard the consolidation of the societies as of such 
importance that each individual society would debate 
the various points of the scheme with earnestness and 
without prejudice. The need for unity is so clamant, 
and the movement in that direction is of so distant in- 
ception, that it is high time the very desirable and 
much desired consummation should be accomplished. 
This cannot be compassed without the earnest consider- 
ation, by each and every society, of the merits and de- 
merits of the suggested scheme which is now before the 
profession. Each and every society, moreover, should 
extrcise the right not only of criticism, but also of sug- 
gestion. 

Had anyone of less importance or of lower status in 
the profession than Mr. James F. Sfmpson expressed 
himself as op to a scheme, the aim of which is 
unity, it would have seemed less urgent that some reply 
to the objector should be Seeing, however, 
that Mr. Simpson, aided by homonymous supporters, 
was instrumental in rendering the deliberations of the 
Royal Counties Association abortive, it seems impera- 
tive that an effort should be made to prevent the growth 
of misunderstanding or to endeavour to remove such if 
it has taken root. To this end the following remarks are 
directed. 

It is perfectly natural that the existing societies should 
desire to maintain their independence and continue to 
manage their own affairs. This was so clear to the Com- 
mittee which has charge of the movement that a rule in 
the draft constitution (Rule 15) was framed expressly to 
ensure this. It may be pointed out that the Commit 
consisting as it does of Presidents and Secretaries of 
the societies in the United Kingdom, is in the highest 
degree unlikely to countenance any movement by which 
the independence of their societies is jeopardized. 

Mr. Simpson has objected to the constitution of the 
Committee as being largely of those outside the National 
Veterinary Association. Surely it is a strange attitude 
to assume. 


Mr. Simpson himself is solicitous of the 
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well-being of the local societies. Why then does he in- 
sist that the Committee, whose actions, he thinks, may 
so materially affect the local societies, should be solely 
composed o: members of the National Veterinary Asso- 
ciation. As it is, according to the figures given by Mr. 
Simpson himself, the National Veterinary Association 
is represented by 13 members who make suggestions, 
whereas, at most, each local society has only two to 
voice its opinions. 

As a matter of fact, the list of members of the Com- 
mittee contains 54 names. Of these 30 are members of 
the National Veterinary Association. That is to say, 
the interests of the present National Veterinary Asso- 
ciation are watched over by 30 persons, while the local 
societies are each represented by two persons. 

When wishing to regard the present condition of the 
various local societies as eminently satisfactory and in- 
capable of improvement, it is easy to say that they are 
doing good work and are all happy. But it is within 
the realm of reasonable assumption that the work they 
do, good though it is, might even better were co- 
operation effected. And their happiness might be rather 
more than less under a scheme of co-operation. It 
would, perhaps, be unkind to point out that more than 
one of the local societies, though not “ broken up,” are 
in a state of suspended animation. 

Misunderstanding has arisen out-of provision having 
been made in the suggested scheme for the administra- 
tion of funds for benevolent and defence purposes. 
Most are agreed that it is a pity that there are at pre- 
sent two societies carrying on benevolent work—a con- 
dition of affairs causing waste of energy, to say no more. 
Many are that it would be an excellent thing if 
the two ies could be combined. Many are also of 
the opinion that only good would come of an arrange- 
ment by which the combined funds would be adminis- 
tered by a representative body like the National Veteri- 
nary Association. The benevolent and defence fund or 
funds would only be administered by the National Asso- 
ciation, and would be kept jr ts apart from the 
ordinary funds. Sections 6 and 7 of Rule 2 of the sug: 
gested scheme, therefore, do not imply the establish- 
ment of funds in competition with those already exist- 
ing. Indeed, in this, as in every other particular, the 
Committee has been, and is most anxious to do nothing 
to which existing bodies can take reasonable exception. 

Mr. Simpson, according to the published report, spoke 
at some length against the suggestion that the proposed 
reconstituted National Association should render to re- 
search what pecuniary assistance might be in its power. 
It is surely not beyond Mr. Simpsori’s knowledge that 
the section in the draft scheme is in effect one which 
finds a place in the constitution of the present National 
Veterinary Association. If the existing Association has 
not assisted investigation and research, “by granting 
sums of money out of the funds, or assisting in obtain- 
ing grants from Government or elsewhere, for investiga- 
ting animal diseases” (see Rule 2, section 3, of existing 
N.V.A.) Ithas clearly neglected one of its duties. Itis 
misleading, moreover, to suggest that it is useless to 
assist research except with “hundreds of pounds.” 
Doubtless all those engaged in research would glad] 
welcome assistance on so princely a scale. But ara 4 
research is conducted by young men with very thinly- 
lined pockets, and a very much smaller sum than £100 
makes a material difference to them. I s from 
personal experience.: ‘There are times when I have been 
very glad to receive less than £10 from a research fund. 
The National Veterinary Association should do what it 
can, however little that may be, in the way of assistance 
in work which benefits the profession as a whole, while 
generally impoverishing him who does the work. If 

ere is a possibility of a reconstituted Assotiation, 
because of its augmented membership, being able to do 


more in the way of encouragement of research than does 
the present Association, there is a strong argument for 
reconstitution. It is most emphatically not “those gen- 
tlemen who might be fortunate enough to receive those 

nts” who would be “the only ones who would be 
ikely to receive benefit from it.” The benefits would 
be to the profession, not to the individual only. 

Mr. Simpson was, moreover, misleading—unwitti 
so, I believe, but nevertheless misleading—when 
said “They proposed first to vote money for investiga- 
tion and research.” The encouragement of research 
certainly does not stand first in the list of objects of 
the Association. 

That Mr. Simpson himself is convinced there is much, 
very much, to be said in favour of union is shown by the 
fear he expressed that, if the scheme were discussed 
clause by clause, the meeting would end by approving 
the principle of amalgamation. 

In acting as opponent to union Mr. Simpson 
himself in a somewhat anomalous position. At the 
Harrogate conference of representative of local Societi 
where a motion in favour of the prineiple of amalgama- 
tion was unanimously Mr. Simpson was one of 
the chief speakers. Moreover the Committee, to whose 
composition Mr. Simpson takes exception, was also 
unanimously appointed at the Harrogate conference. 

It would + monen an act of impertinence were I to 
point out that it is the clear duty of each Society to 
earnestly study and carefully debate the whole matter ; 
and if union is deemed advisable—and it seems difficult 
to conceive it otherwise—to assist the Committee with 
criticisms and suggestions. That this is-the only way 
in which the true opinion of the profession can be 
obtained is so evident one almost hesitates to urge it. 

O. CHarnock BraDLey. 

Edinburgh, Dec. 20. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The quarterly meeting was held at Birmingham on 
Thursday, November 18th. The members met at the 
Depot of the Birmingham Corporation, 
where Mr. J. Malcolm had made excellent arrange- 
ments. The President, Mr. Trevor Spencer, of Ketter- 
ing, occupied the chair, and there were also present 
Messrs. F. H. Gibbings, Nottingham ; R. C. Trigger, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme ; H. L. Pemberton, Bridgnorth ; 
F. L. Gooch, Stamford; J. A. Gold, ‘Redditch ; J. 
Thomson, Coventry ; W. Ss. Carless, Worcester; J. 
Wartnaby, Burton-on-Trent ; W. Grasby, Daventry ; H. 
Thackeray, Stafford ; T. Chambers, Dudley ; A. Ren- 
frew, Broadway ; C. E. Dayus, Craven Arms; F. W. 
Barling, Ross; Tucker, Monmouth; G. Smith, Tun- 
stall ; R. McGregor, Kibworth ; J. A. Connell, Lich- 
field ; T. H. Hobson, Leicester ; J. R. Carless, Shrews- 
bury; W. G. Burndred, er} F. J. Taylor, E. 
O’Neill, Devine, C. J. Byner, 8. D. Woodward, Bir- 
mingham ; W. Ison, Atherstone ; W. T. Boyd, Ledbury ; 
Forwell, Towcester ; A. B. Forsyth, Cannock ; W. H. 
Brooke, Handsworth ; W. 8. Carless, Worcester ; L. W. 
Heelis, Solihull ; W. Beddard, Wolverhampton; J. 
Whyte, Tenbury; W. Reynolds Jermyn, Bristol; R. 
ang Rugeley ; O. Hills, Leamington ; and the Hon. 
Sec. (Mr. H. J. Dawes), West Bromwich. 

The following visitors were also welcomed: Messrs. 
Tudor Hughes, Oswestry ; W. Willis, London; Glass, 
Leamington ; Groves, Bagley, Birmingham ; and A. R. 
Routledge, Louth. 

Apologies for unavoidable absence were read from the 
following : Profs. Dewar and Hobday, Dr. Manley, 
Messrs. R. Hughes, W. Carless, Mason, Burchnall 
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Brown, omg Brain, Marriott, Steward, Bainbridge, 
Ward, Simpson, J. Blakeway, and others. 
The minutes of the last quarterly gathering were con- 


NoMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS. 


Mr. J. Y. Boeux, of Dorrington, Salop, was nomina- 
ted for membership by Mr. Grasby, and his name will 
be submitted to the next meeting for election. 

Mr. F. BurNpRED, of Hanley, was proposed by the 
Hon. Sec., seconded by Mr. Thackeray, for election.— 
f M h, proposed by th 

r. BF. J. TUCKER, of Monmouth, pro y the 
Hon. Sec. (on behalf of Mr. Barling, of Ross, who had 
not yet arrived), seconded by Mr. W.S. Carless, and 
HB f Al posed by Mr. Gold, 

r. G, H. BARBER, of Alcester, pro yy Mr. 
seconded by Mr. Wartnaby, and carried. 


NINTH INTERNATIONAL VETERINARY ConcRess. Held 
at Scheveningen, The Hague, Sept. 12th to 19th. 


Mr. H. J. Dawes. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I have pleasure in 
furnishing some account of my stewardship as a delegate 
from this Association to the Ninth International Veteri- 
nary wy, we which was held this year at Scheveningen, 
near The Hague, from September 12th to 19th. You, 
Mr. President, were deputed to accompany me on that 
very interesting mission, and I greatly regretted that 
circumstances prevented your doing so. However, I 
had the company of my son, who has since become a 
student at Camden Town, and I hope that the exper- 
ience will be as profitable to him as it was to me. 
— most of the British delegates on the journey from 

ndon on the evening of Saturday, September 11th, 
and we arrived at Scheveningen the following morning. 
It is a delightful spot, often spoken of as the Dute 
Brighton, and the Dutch themselves proudly claim it to 
be one of the finest watering places in the world. We 
Britishers found ourselves in a sad minority, though our 
numbers were much in advance of those of a previous 
Congress, held at Baden Baden, which I had the privi- 
lege of attending as one of your representatives, along 
with my old friend Mr. Malcolm. Mr. Malcolm’s love of 
veterinary science would not allow him to keep away 
from Scheveningen, where he attended in his private 
capacity, and other members of the profession from 
these Isles who undertook the journey included Sir John 
M‘Fadyean, Profs. Stockman, Wooldridge and Hobday, 
Messrs. Villar, Banham, Bloye, Woods, Eaton Jones, 
Bell, Stent, Dunstan, Roberts, Olver, Todd, Pillers, 
Davies, re’ nting England ; Profs. Dewar and Brad- 
ley, and Mr. Trotter, Scotland ; and Prof. Mettam, and 

essrs. Hedley, Healy, and Dawson, Ireland. There 
was an informal reception of the delegates at the 
Kurhaus on the Sunday evening, and one could not help 
being struck by the heartiness of the welcome, which was 
equalled only by the lavish hospitality that was dispen- 
sed. The International character of the gathering 
caused a Babel of tongues, and the employment of so 
many different lan, produced a somewhat curious 
effect, but the note of enthusiasm which dominated the 
entire proceedings was unmistakeable, and the re-union 
of old friends and the making of new ones proved a 
source of unfeigned delight. It was a happy prelude to 
the serious work that was to follow, pe ¢ everyone fely 
that with the ice thus broken, reserve could be cast 
aside and all were friends at once. 

The splendid rooms adjoining the Kurhaus Hotel 
were set a for the business of the Congress, and it 
was here that the official opening took place the follow- 
ing afternoon. His Roy. Hinkedes rince Henry of 
the Netherlands had lent his distinguished patronage 
to the gathering, and he opened the Congress in person. 


He was received by the Honorary Committee and also 
by the Executive Committee, whilst supporting him on 
the platform were the Minister of Agriculture and other 
members of the Government. And here let me point 
out the interesting fact that the Dutch Government 
took a direct part in the organisation of the Congress 
and by their aid much was done that | effort would 
be incapable of. I will, however, refer to this aspect of 
the venture a little later. 

The Prince made a happy little speech at the opening, 
expressing the real pleasure it afforded him to take part 
in the proceedings, and in the name of the Dutch people 
warmly welcoming those who had come, many of them, 
from o’er the seas to attend the Congress. The princi- 
pal delegates from the various Governments were after- 
wards presented to His Royal Highness, and the actual 
business of the week was at once entered upon. 

The President, Prof. Schimmel, of the State Veteri- 
nary College, Utrecht, delivered his inaugural address, 
in which he reviewed the history of the movement which 
resulted in International Veterinary Congresses being 
instituted. In the origin of this we of the Midlands 
must take a special interest. The idea in the first place 
belonged to f. John Gamgee, of Edinburgh, and the 
Germans took it up and convened the first Congress 
which met at Hamburg in 1863. The veterinary pro- 
fession throughout a were circularised, and in 
response about a hundred delegates assembled, but so 
far as I can ascertain there were only two Englishmen 
amongst them. A word by way of ee concern- 
ing Prof. Gamgee. He had a brother named Samson 
Gam who was a well known medical man practis- 
ing in Birmingham, and for many years during the 


I| early history of the Midland Counties’ Veterinary Medi- 


cal Association Dr. Samson Gamgee attended the quar- 
terly meetings. Nay, he did more, for I find upon look- 
ing through our old minute books that he took part in 
our discussions, and he so endeared himself to the 
members that upon his decease a resolution of condo- 
lence with his family was passed and a record made of 
the affection in which he was universally held. In this 
somewhat remote way, therefore, we here may claim a 
connection with a movement that has now become world- 
wide in its scope and of incalculable value to the whole 
profession. 

The details which Prof. Schimmel gave concerning 
the subsequent Congresses are interesting as showing 
their increase in popularity. At the second Congress at 
Vienna, in 1865, there were 160 members of the profes- 
sion present, of whom five were Englishmen. There 
was an attendance of 180 at the third Congress at 
Zurich, in 1867, and at the fourth Congress, which took 

lace at Brussels in 1883, the numbers grew to 310, this 
toad the first that was held under Royal patronage. 
The fifth Congress was held at Paris in 1889, and 635 
delegates attended, and then in 1895 Switzerland was 
visited for the second time, the sixth International Con- 
gress being held at Berne, and attended by 670 dele- 
gates. The seventh was at Baden Baden in 1899, when 
the number rose to nearly one thousand, whilst at the 
eighth Congress at Buda Pesth in 1905 about 1,400 
delegates assembled. On the present occasion there 
were about 1,450 of us, in addition to 150 ladies. 

Following the President, some representative men 
spoke in the name of their respective countries, and I 
need hardly mention that it was Sir John M‘Fadyean 
who beros f the good wishes of England for the success 
of the gathering. 

It was Tuesday before the Con got properly to 
work, when among those =— to preside over some 
of the meetings were Sir John M‘Fadyean, Prof. Dewar, 
Prof. Stockman, and Mr. Trotter. In such a cosmopoli- 
tan assembly, the language difficulty is one which 
naturally arises, and it would of course be impossible to 
study every nationality. According to custom, there- 
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fore, the various papers were mostly printed in German, 
French, and Enghsh, as being the languages best known, 
but I must say the arrangements with rd to the 


speeches did not strike me as being anything like so 
ee as when I wasat the Baden Baden Congress. The 
nglish de 


legates, I know, experienced considerable 
difficulty in following much of the discussion. 

General meetings and sectional meetings were the 
order, and as full reports of these have already _——_ 
in The Veterinary Record I shall only briefly allude to 
them. The first subject under consideration at the 

neral meetings was Government efforts against swine 
and swine plague, lung pneumonia of 
pigs, upon the recent researches regarding their 
etiology, vaccination, etc., and among the papers sub- 
perm yo this subject was one by Prof. Stockman, and 
another by Dr. Dorset, of Washington. The conclusions 
arrived at were to the effect that swine fever and swine 
lung plague being by their very nature two different 
diseases called for separate methods of treatment. Com- 
pulsory slaughter in the case of swine fever was gener- 
ally favoured. t swine fever is due to a filterable 
virus. Protective inoculation with serum of hyper- 
immunised swine diminishes mortality, and in the case 
of contagious pneumonia of swine do isolate infected 
districts and to render obligatory the registration and 
control of the trade in pigs. con ‘ ; 

“The protection of the practice of veterinary medi- 
cine” was the next question, and papers were presented 
by three distinguished continental veterinarians, Messrs. 
Cagny, Kotlar, and Preusse. Veterinary surgeons in 
this country have long complained of the inadequate 
protection which the profession receives from the State 
against quacks, and it would seem from the discussion 
to which I listened that our brethren abroad have the 
same grievance. There was a consensus of opinion that 
the law at present fails to properly safeguard those 
rights and privileges to which a learned profession like 
ours is entitled, and the need for an immediate remedy 
of the existing state of affairs by more stringent legal 
enactments was duly emphasised. : 

Next was discussed the position of the veterinary 
surgeon as an expert in zootechnical questions. The 
contributors of papers were Messrs. Elsner (Bohemia), 
Mattieson (Germany), Lavalard (France), and Van der 
Poel (Dutch East Indies), from which you will under- 
stand that opinion was sufficiently diversified. The 

_views of the Congress on the matter were crystallised in 
the following resolution, which was carried wunani- 
mously : “That the Congress, taking into account the 
advantages which the qualifications of a veterinary sur- 

n give him as an expert in the matter of rearing and 
Soules animals, considers that he should be more fre- 
quently consulted, and that the matter being of such 
importance it should be adjourned until the next Con- 

in 1913, when it can be further discussed.” 

“The conditions necessary to obtain the Doctorate of 
Veterinary Science ” was the subject of the next discus- 
sion, the readers of papers being Dr. Hutyra (Hungary), 
Mons. Leclainche (France), and Dr. Schmaltz (Ger- 
many). The view was expressed that for the better 
development of academic studies it should be possible 
to attain to the degree of Doctor of veterinary science. 
It was also urged that only the veterinary Colleges and 
faculties of the Universities should be permitted to con- 
fer the degree of Doctor. Our foreign brethren are as 
jealous as we are ini seeing that in a question of this 

ind the greatest care is exercised in granting of 
academic honours. It was aiso held that the conditions 
under which the degree should be conferred ought to be 
the same as those which obtain in other branches of 
science, veterinary surgeons who have obtained their 

diploma being eligible to compete for the doctorate in 
the Universities. 

On the Wednesday, the first subject dealt with was 


“The sanitary control of milk and the obli 
systematic inspection of meat.” At the conclusion of a 
very interesting discussion the Congress gave ex ion 
to the following opinions : (1) that it is advisable that 
meat should be inspected from the point of view of the 
public health, and that the Permanent Committee of the 
Congress be invited to lay this fact before the Govern 
ments of such countries as have not yet adopted compul- 
sory inspection ; and (2) that the inspection of milk, 
as well as of the means of transit is urgent, and that it 
should be in the hands of duly qualified veterinary sur- 
geons. I must not omit to mention that one of the 
papers on this subject was by Mr. Trotter, whose posi- 
tion as Veterinary Inspector to the G w Corpora- 
tion eminently qualified him to speak for the Britishers 
present. Mr. Trotter advocated ter uniformity of 
inspection than at present prevails, and suggested the 
formation of an International Meat Code, which should 
prescribe a method of inspection and also a standard of 
adjudication for adoption by the Government of every 
country exporting meat. isis a sensible s tion 
which will commend itself to all of us, and these 
International Congresses did no more than make such 
a scheme possible they would have abundantly justified 
their existence. 

A kindred topic was “The methods employed in 
treating carcases and meat with the object of rendering 
them harmless ” Dr. Moreau (France), Dr. Von Mig, ne 
(Moravia), and Dr. Zwick (Germany), were the ers 
of papers on this subject, and the resolution that was 
passed was to the effect that diseased meat and carcases 
should be transformed by suitable chemical products 
into artificial manu ete., but that the conversion 
should take place in public establishments. 

On the Thursday morning the proceedings opened 
with a discussion of “ The prophylaxis and pathology of 
protozoan diseases.” Papers were read by Dr. Knuth 
(Germany), and Messrs. Dschunkowsky and Luhs 
(Russia), and Ligniéres (Argentina). e conclusion 
arrived at was that Government Veterinary Depart- 
ments should take this matter into consideration, and 
sonny make a study of tropical diseases, the results 
to be published by an ledesiieanl Bureau of Tropical 
Diseases formed by the veterinary representatives of all 
the countries interested. : 

After this the Congress entered into a discussion of 
the Government preparation and control of sera and 
bacterial products. Representative international thought 
on this important question was forthcoming and it 
proved instructive in the truest sense. The readers of 
were M. Leclainche (F Dr. Reeser (Hel- 
and), and Dr. Titze (Germany). The opinion of the 
Con was summed up in the following resolution, 
which was adopted : “That in default of direct prepara- 
tion by the State of products of a bacterial nature for 
the use of the veterinary profession, the preparation and 
the sale of these products ought to be p: under the 
control of the State.” 

On Friday morning the ninth general subject was 
reached, namely, “ Avian tuberculosis in its relations to 
tuberculosis in mammalia,” the papers being by Dr. 
Arloing (France), and Messrs. Bang (Denmark) and 
Mohler (United States). These gentlemen thought 
that as the bacilli were transmissible from one animal 
to another, notice should be taken of all animals in the 
struggle against consumption. Even the eggs of fowl 
affected with tuberculosis may contain virulent bacilli, 
and ought to be regarded as dangerous until they are 
cooked. 

After this a discussion took place on “The sterility of 
cows and its dependence upon the infectious diseases of 
the genital organs,” the readers of papers being Mr’ 
Albrectsen (Denmark) and Dr. Hess (Switzerland), both 


of whom contended that there existed an intimate rela- 
tion between the sterility of bovines and contagious 
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diseases of the genital organs. They suggested that in| horses,” “The revention of the prejudicial effects of 


order to determine more exactly the causes and effects | forced breeding for special pu 


» “«The teaching of 


of contagious vaginitis the different Governments ought | zootechny,” and “Teaching and laboratories for re- 


tion 


to PrP tie statistics on the subject. Prof. Hess men-| search in tropical diseases.” But, Mr. President, when 
that so far as his observation went, out of every |] inform you that 24 separate subjects were discussed, 


one hundred cases of sterility in cows 58 were due to| and that they produced 114 different papers, I am sure 


vontagious vaginitis. 


ou will not expect me to enter into them at any greater 


~ On Saturday morning the consideration of tuberculo- ge I might say I have copies of most of the papers 
an 


sis was continued ; the title of the papers, which were 


they are at the disposal of any member of this 


read by Dr. Bang (Denmark), Prof. Dewar (whose loca- | Association. 


tion I need not state), Dr. Ostertag (Germany), and Dr. 


I don’t wish you to imagine that it was all work. The 


Poels (Holland), being “Governmental efforts against | hospitality that was lavished upon us was too much for 
tuberculosis, with regard to the ways of infection in| words. here was one constant round of pleasure 
this disease.” The next subject was somewhat similar provided for when the Congress was not sitting. We 
in character, namely, “The construction and interior of | were taken everywhere, and shown everything, and enter- 


stables, cowsheds, etc. in relation to the prophylaxis of | tained right royally. There is one advantage 


which our 


diseases of — especially tuberculosis, and also to} Dutch friends possess over us, and that is that their 


the hygiene of mi 


This was introduced by papers | efforts are supported in a tangible manner by the 


from Dr. Dammann (Germany), Mr. Kroon te land),| Government. Their institutions are for the most part 


and Mr. J. S. Lloyd, of Sheffield, whom we o 


the Mid- | State-aided, and you can imagine the result. Efficienc 


lands quite recent ?, had the great pleasure of listening|js not sacrificed on the altar of economy, and bot 


to on the subject o 
ested to learn that Mr. Lloyd’s paper commanded both 


meat inspection. You will be inter-|the profession and the public generally are the gainers. 


And this brings me, Mr. President, to an important 


respect and attention at the hands of the Congress. pant with which I conclude. You will doubtless 
a 


much for the general meetings of the Congress. 
The sectional meetings came in for a 


ve gathered that the next International Veterinary 


deal of atten-| Congress isto be held in London in 1913, this being the 


tion, but I do not propose to refer to them quite as fully | first time it has been held in England, and upon the 
as I have done to the others. And yet some of the sub-| success of the occasion the honour of the members of 
jects were of greater every-day significance than some of | the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons very largely 
those which were relegated to the more representative | depends. It isan undertaking of no little magnitude to 
ne. For instance, there was “the inspection of | receive in becoming manner some hundreds of our fellow 
ish, game, poultry, and of other animal foods, in rela-| veterinarians from all over the civilised world. We can- 
tion to the food of man.” Analogous to this was the | not fall back upon the beneficent aid of an enlightened 
question of “The insurance of stock in relation to obli-| Government. Ours must be an individual move. _Al- 
tory meat inspection,” and the decision come to was| though the time is nearly four years distant, I believe 
that it is desirable that such insurance should be organ- | steps are already being taken to found a guarantee fund, 
ised by the State in the interests both of breeders and | and I know the Midland Association too well to think 
butchers. __|that they will be backward in this great effort. It is 
The diagnosis of infectious diseases by means of tlie | not for me, at any rate not at thisjuncture, to make any 
“recently discovered reactions of immunity (except the | definite suggestion, but as the sum required will be 


subcutaneous injection of tuberculin and mallein 


) was | be something considerable the advisability of meking an 


dealt with in six different papers, and several very use-| annual grant to the Entertainment Fund for the next 


ful methods were enumerated. 


“The etiology and pathology of malignant new] too, which members will perhaps 


four years will be worth res it is a lead, 


e individually to 


growths” was a subject made specially interesting by | follow. 


reason of the leading part which was taken in it by Dr. 


Bashford, of the Imperial Cancer Research Fund, giving me t 


London. He gave a demonstration of malignant 


I can hag thank you most sincerely, gentlemen, for 
: e opportunity of representing you at the 
inth International Veterinary Congress at Schevenin- 


tumours in various animals, and it was particularly | gen, and I hope that the publication of the proceedin 


gratifying to hear the tribute which he paid to the 
veterinary profession for the part they were taking in 
this great humanitarian undertaking. His mention of 
the names of Dr. Jensen, of Copenhagen, and of Sir 
John M‘Fadyean was greatly appreciated. 

Other sectional meetings on the same day discussed 
such questions as “Specific chronic enteritis in cattle,” 
“ Infectious pleuro-pneumonia in horses,” “The physio- 
logy of milk secretion, and the relation between the 
external form of cows and the production of milk,” and 
“ Hygiene in the maritime transportation of cattle.” 

On the Friday the sectional meetings were even more 
numerous, and once more many of the subjects were of 
everyday value. I will make a passing reference to a 
few of them. There was “The disinfection of vehicles 
of transport,” which is a matter that has engaged the 
attention of the authorities in many of our large cities. 
“Vaccination against tuberculosis” was likewise a ques- 
tion that appeals directly to the general practitioner. 

“The anatomo- and Lo-eethebasien diagnosis of 
rabies,” upon which three papers were read, was another 
discussion from which there was much to be learnt, and 
other questions to which I might refer by name were 
“Hemostasis in the modern methods of castration,” 
which included a paper by Prof. Macqueen, “Recent 
investigations concerning chronic deforming arthritis of 


will convince veterinary surgeons in this country of the 
utility of such gatherings. 


The PRESIDENT said they must all be very deeply 
indebted to Mr. Dawes not only for having represented 
this Association at that important gathering, but also 
for the most interesting report which he had given them 
of the proceedings. e (the President) was only too 
sorry circumstances prevented his accompanying him on 
that occasion. He begged to move a hearty vote of 
thanks to Mr. Dawes for his services, and that his ex- 
penses be paid, and at the same time he hoped they 
would bear in mind what Mr. Dawes said at the close 
of his report of the forthcoming visit of the International 
Congress to this country and of the duty which would 
devolve upon all members of the profession to assist, by 
their contributions to the Guarantee Fund which was 
to be raised, in making that gathering a success. 

Mr. CaRLEss seconded the vote of thanks, which was 
carried unanimously. 

The Hon. Szc., in acknowledgment, said that one of 
the treats they had in Holland was a visit to a model 
dairy, and he had brought some photographs of the 
place which would show them how far behind | they were 
in this country. 
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Tue ProposED VETERINARY DipLoMA aT BIRMINGHAM 


UNIVERSITY. 

Mr. J. MALCOLM, in opening a discussion Wome the 

roposed establishment of a Veterinary Diploma of 

blic Health in connection with the Birmingham Uni- 
versity, said he had had an interview with Prof. Leith, 
at whose suggestion the question was raised. The idea 
was to hold a series of post-graduate classes in such sub- 
jects as meat inspection, bacteriology, analytical chemis- 
try, etc., much on the lines of D.P.H. classes for medical 
men. In answer to questions, Mr. Malcolm said if a 
course were introduced it would probably extend over 
five months and occupy about two days a week. He 

inted out that the possession of such a diploma would 
G useful for any practitioner who might apply for an 
inspectorship under a local authority. 

Mr. R.C. TriGGER said he had recently served on a 
committee appointed by the College to consider this 
very question of Public Health Rw gveg a For his part 
he would like to see them gran by Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, and no other body, but until 
the new Charter which was being agitated for had been 
obtained, he was afraid that the present certificates of 
Membership and Fellowship were all that could be 
issued. Of course, practitioners could enter for the post- 
graduate course at one of the veterinary colle but as 
things stood he favoured co-operation with a University, 
as was now suggested. 

Several members testified to the 0 and pleasure 
Which was derived from a series of lectures given to 
members of the veterinary profession at Birmingham 
University a year or so ago, and at the same time 
ee as their regret that they had not yet been re- 
newed, 

Eventually, it was resolved that Mr. Malcolm com- 
municate with Prof. Leith and ascertain as far as possi- 
ble the scope of the preparation for the pro dip- 
loma, the time it would occupy, and the amount of the 
attendant fees. 


- Tue ProposeD AMALGAMATION OF VETERINARY 
ASSOCIATIONS. 


* The next business was to discuss the Committee’s re- 
port on the proposed Amalgamation of Veterinary Asso- 
ciations, a copy of which had been furnished to each 
member, and at the outset, the Hon. Secretary read 
the following letter which he had received from Mr. J. F. 
Simpson, of Maidenhead : 


: “ Bonnie Brae, Maidenhead. 
November 11, 1909. 
Dear Mr. Dawes,—I have to be at Manchester on the 
18th inst., so regret I cannot attend the meeting of the 
Midland on that day. I regret this the more as I shall 
be unable to raise my objection to the proposed scheme 
of reconstructing the National Association. Firstly, be- 
cause it cannot be done without a special meeting of 
the members of the National being called, and the con- 
sent of all who have joined under present conditions 
being given. The same applies to every local association. 
Secondly, if adopted, every local association whose 
annual subscription is 10/- or 10/6 will have to raise the 
sucscription to one guinea in order to pay the fee of 
10/6 per member to the funds of the new Society. 
Heaps of — do not object to pay to the local 
societies, but when called upon to pay an additional 
half-guinea, I have no hesitation in saying there will be 
many resignations in every local society. Personally, 
Iam a member of five associations, and I should cer- 
tainly object to have my £2 10s. converted into £5 
annually. If adopted, it will be the means of smashing 
up local associations in spite of the claim that they re- 


plaints opine any member and dismissing him from 
membership. Then it is & ted that this new 
“ National” should “take on” benevolence and defence. 
Surely we have two benevolent societies, and one 
defence society. What will be the result? Gentlemen 
who contribute to these funds now will argue, “ Why 
should I pay an annual subscription to these. praise- 
worthy funds if my guinea to the local Association will 
ensure me defence and a pension?” So that in a very 
short time, these useful societies will absolutely die 
out for want of funds. Those connected with the prac- 
tical working of those societies (defence and benevolence) 
know only too well the amount of money required to do 
even a small amount of good. This proposed Society 
can never hope to do a tithe of the usefulness these 
present ones do. There are many more objections I 
might raise to the scheme, but I will conclude with the 
statement of the fact that we already have a good 
“ National” Society which is prepared to carry out all 
the objects for which it was formed, including the grant- 
ing of money for research work, when funds will admit. 
I sincerely hope the Midland will have nothing what- 
ever to do with the speculative scheme, but will retain 
their present independence, and not place themselves 
either under a division, a branch, or headquarters. You 
are at liberty to read this letter to the meeting ; in fact, 
as I cannot be there, may I ask you to do so,—Yours 
faithfully, and with kind regards, 
James F, Srwpson.” 


The PRESIDENT said they had already committed 
themselves to a consideration of the question, or 
they would never have deputed him to attend the meet- 
ing of the representatives of the various Associations 
interested. The proposed new rules of the new Society 
had not all been agreed to unanimously, .and it was for 
the different Asssociations to say how far they were in 
agreement with them. He thought it was too big a 

uestion to settle that afternoon, seeing how little time 
they had at their disposal, and he was afraid they would 
have to have a special meeting to consider the question. 
The meeting at Harrogate appointed the Presidents and 
Secretaries of the various Societies to draft rules. Prof. 
Bradley, with whom the present movement originated, 
took as the basis the present rules of the National, and 
the meeting was asked to alter them as they thought 
best. He only proposed referring to those rules upon 
which the Committee were not unanimous. First with 
regard to the name, it was pro that it should be 
called the National Veterinary Medical Association, but 


| he should prefer it to be styled the Brititish Veterinary 


Association, because in course of time he hoped its in- 
fluence would be extended not only over all England, but 
also to the British dominions beyond the seas. e 
proposal was that the whole of the United Kingdom 
should be divided into branches, that there should be 
branches for England and Wales, Scotland and Ireland, 
and that the existing local societies should form the 
divisions. Every member of a local society would auto- 
matically become a member of the National Associa- 
tion, which would mean that their subscription would 
have to be increased from half-a-guinea to a guinea. 
Half of that would be sent to the Treasurer of the 
National Association, and it was intended that for the 
extra half-guinea special benefits should be provided. 
For his part, he shared the opinion so aptly expressed 
by Prof. Macqueen, who had done so much to further 
this proposed scheme of amalgamation. Prof. Mac- 
queen had pointed out the helplessness in which prac- 
titioners often found themselves as a result of the non- 
existence of an organisation such as was by 
almost every other trade or profession. “ How, many 
men,” the Professor very truly added, “suffer silent] 

for the want of a means through the medium of whic 


tain their oe er They will do nothing of the 
sort, but will under the control of “ headquarters,” | 
such authority claiming the power to investigate com- 


their grievances could be ventilated.” The regulation 
of minimum professional fees was another matter on 
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which the Committee were not unanimous, as it was, 
thought to be im racticabl to bring forward a scale of 
fees which would be aceeptable to veterinarians every- 
where under all conditions. -It was one of his own 


' proposals, because he knew of men who had taken work 


at a quarter what another man had charged in order to. 
cutthat man out. The remainder of the rules were | 
principally those of the existing societies. He wished | 
everyone to think the proposal over very carefully. He 
thought it would not succeed unless every man was, 
made to feel that he could not afford to remain outside 


National Association. ‘ 
r. TRIGGER proposed that the discussion be ad-| 
jourried to a special meeting called to consider this and | 
nothing else.. He said it was desirable that the meeting | 
should be held as early as possible. He suggested | 
Thursday, Dec. 2. 

Mr. WaARTNABY, in seconding, combated the state- | 
ment contained in Mr. Simpson’s letter that the _— 
National Association was capable of dealing with ques- | 
tions of this character. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 


NEURECTOMIES PRACTISED ON Horses. 


Mr, W. WILLIs gave a practical demonstration in the 
yard of several neurectomies practised on horses, on the 
following cases :— 

First, Median neurectomy on near fore leg of a roan 
mare, sent up by Mr. Young. She was very lame in the 
near fore foot after having had a long spell of rest on 
aecount of injury to the opposite knee. Limb quite 
clean, no evidence of disease of hoof secreting structures, 
nothing tangible, case probably navicular disease. 

Next, double Median neurectomy on two bay cobs for 
navicular disease. One sent by Mr. Young, and one 
Mr. Gold. 

Then double Median on a roan mare, sent in by Mr. 
Trevor Spencer. She had chronic tendinitis in one 
limb, and old ae of the suspensory ligament in other. 

Lastly, a bloodless plantar neurectomy on the off 
fore leg of a big cart horse sent by Mr. Byner. This 
horse had a low ringbone and deformed shrunken foot. 

The first operation was associated with free hzmor- 
rhage through the vein being opened whilst getting 
through the faschia of the arm. This admit of a 
demonstration of the use of the tourniquet in dealing 
with this accident. 

The three double medians were simple. Incision | 
through skin, dissection down to the faschia, some re-| 
moval of connective tissues, and the margin of the trans- | 
verse pectoral muscle so as to expose the faschia fully ; | 
arrest of hemorrhage. Opening of faschia, and exposure | 
of the nerve by dissection. 

The plantar operation was rendered bloodless by the 
use of an ordinary jute bandage, drawn on tightly from | 
the foot to the knee, and tourniquet applied. 

Subsequently, Mr. Willis, in response to the Presi- | 
dent, made a few remarks on the subject. Hesaid that 
for navicular disease and that form of ostitis of fetlock 
which was so common in harness horses, the median 
operation was the best form of treatment that he knew | 

. For fetlock trouble they could often patch the | 

tient up and keep him going by brief periods of rest, | 

ing, etc., but the day would come when they had to 
do something else, and the median operation was the 
best for them. They must expect a certain proportion 
of fractured pasterns after the operation, for there was 
sure to be some of them go that way. If they did a big 
lot, they would wary get 85 per cent. to go to work 
and work well, but the other 15 per cent. would prob- 
ably have fractured pasterns in three or four months, 
sometimes inside a week regardless of care in selec- 
tion. In navicular disease, where the veterinary surgeon | 
could get the animal to go sound with it, 75 per cent. of | 


cases would last for years without any further trouble, 
and from the horse user’s point of view he thought he 
must consider this the most practical of our neurec- 
tomies. The operation was also useful in cases of 
chronic tendonitis, but they must be a ite sure that it 
was chronic. Such cases did very well. The breaking 
down business after the median operation was always 
deferred, and when it came along it generally did so 
gradually, and if aman was reasonably pat = he had 
plenty of time to recognise the trouble. So far as knee 
splints were concerned, it would all depend upon how 
far they had encroached on the knee whether the 
operation was of any use. Some knee splints would 
be beyond the reach of any neurectomy. Then there 
was a chance of covering some of the troubles by divid- 
ing the ulnar nerve. In the ordinary type of thorough- 
bred, long in the pastern, they should never divide the 
ulnar nerve, or the horse would go wrong. At least, 
that was his experience. The same applies to many 
Danes that came into London after the South African 
War. They were prone to go wrong with sprained 
suspensory ligament, and if they were unnerved high 
up in the limb they almost all went mee 

Answering Mr. Gold, Mr. Willis said hzmorr 
should not of any serious importance before the 
faschia of the arm was opened, and then—as in the first 
case operated on to-day—one might blunder into the 
post-radial vein, and it would be necessary to apply a 
tourniquet below the wound and empty the vein Gees 
attempting to proceed with the operation. Any suffi 
cient hemorrhage met with prior to incising the faschia 
might be controlled by pressure on, by torsion, or liga- 
tion of vessels. As for the size of the wound, his ex- 
perience was that a big wound would heal just as well 
as a small one, and leave as little blemish. 

Mr. Gotp said he should also like to know an easy 
way of detecting a horse that had been unnerved in that 
way, if the wound left little or no blemish. 

Mr. Wiis said the node at the end of the nerve 
might be found on careful examination. That was not 
perhaps what the text books suggested, but the opera- 
tion would provide them with one, and unless the exam- 
ination was made very carefully it would be overlooked, 
He should say that as often as not a man would be 
tricked over that. If a sufficiently large opening be 
made in the faschia parallel to the back of the radius, as 
in the three double median neurectomies done to-day, it 
can usually be recognised afterwards, and being found 
should lead to further search for the node on the cut 
end of the nerve—the so-called nerve tumour—the exis- 
tence of such a node being the only proof of division of 
the nerve. 

Mr. Hucues asked if tumours developed on the end 
of the nerve what was the best treatment ? 

Mr. Wiis said he did not think a tumour on the end 
of the nerve ever did cause trouble, although there again 
he was at variance with many authorities. However, he 
was speaking from his own experience. He never intere 
fered with the nerve tumour, because if he removed it 
another one was sure to come. He would sooner go for 
another nerve. This requires some explanation. en 
the node on a divided inner plantar nerve is large it may 
be struck by the opposite foot and so give rise to trouble 
—all these nodes are very sensitive to pressure. Under 
such circumstances division of the nerve above the node 
would be good treatment, but I would probably divide 
the median nerve. I have horses with large nodes 
on the divided median nerve go lame, and have restored 
them to soundness by division of the outer plantar or 
the ulnar nerve, leaving the node on the median un- 
disturbed. 

Mr. Wartnasy said that animals might easily go 
lame from the nerve tumour. He would like to know 
how soon after the operation they might expect a definite 
nerve tumour ¢ 
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Mr. Wis : In five or six weeks one would 
get the tissues disturbed in the operation 


bly 
iently 


néarly restored to their normal condition to admit of 


recognition of the node. 

The Present said he should like to propose a vote 
of thanks to Mr. Willis for his kindness in giving them 
one of the best demonstrations he had seen in the 20 
years he had been a member of the Association. 

Mr. GoLp, in seconding, said he had been more than 
pleased at the way in which the operations had been car- 
ried out. Mr. Willis had done his work in-a skilful and 
businesslike manner. 

The vote of thanks was heartily accorded, and 
acknowledged by Mr. Willis. 

The Hon. Sxc. said that before they separated they 
ought to express their thanks to Mr. Malcolm for the 
arrangements he had made for the holding of the meet- 
ing at Holliday Street Wharf, and alsoto the members 
who had sent such suitable ges for operation, 

This was seconded by Mr. Taylor, and carried, Mr. 
Malcolm briefly replying, after which the members ad- 
journed to the Grand Hotel for tea. 


SPECIAL MEETING. 


A special meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, Bir- 
mingham, on Thursday, December 2nd, to discuss the 
report of the Committee appointed to consider the pro- 
posed amalgamation of the veterinary associations. In 
the unavoidable absence of the President (Mr. Trevor 
Spencer, of i op the chair was occupied by the 
Ties Mr. J. A. Gold, Redditch, and there 
were also present Messrs. E. R. Edwards, B. Devine, 
F. J. Taylor, E. O’Neill, C. J. Byner, J. Malcolm, Bir- 


mingham; <A. Renfrew, Broadway; J. Thompson, 
ean | ; E. Beddard, Wolverhampton ; H. L. Pem- 
berton, Bridgnorth ; W. Dale, Coventry ; G. Prickett, 


Walsall ; G. Wartnaby, Burton-on-Trent ; W. S. Car- 
less, Worcester ; R. C. Trigger, Newcastle-under-Lyme ; 
J. W. Coe, Stoke-on-Trent ; J. J. Burchnall, Lough- 
borough ; and the Hon. Sec., Mr. H. J. Dawes, of West 
Bromwich. 

Apologies for non-attendance were read from the 
President (Mr. Tucker), Messrs. Simpson, F. W. Bar- 
ling and R. Hughes. Mr. Simpson acount : “ Feel 
sure effect on local and benevolent societies will be 
thoroughly considered before agreeing to adopt scheme. 
Royal Counties Association rejected it last Friday.” Mr. 
Barling wrote, in reference to the position of a man who 
was a member of several local societies, “I take it he 
would only be called upon to pay one fee to the National, 
as is the case now, and not be called upon to pay through 
each Society. I think this should be made clear, as 
there are many members who subscribe to more than one 
society.” 

The CHarRMAN having briefly explained the object of 
the meeting, 

Mr. Triccer said he would like to understand the 

position before any discussion was commenced. Were 
they first going to pledge themselves to approve the 
scheme, because if not it would be a waste of time dis- 
cussing the rules and then saying they would have noth- 
ing to do with amalgamation. 
- The CHarRMAN said they were not going to bind 
themselves one way or the other. They were first going 
to see whether the rules were such as would be accepta- 
ble if amalgamation was adopted. 

The Hon. Sec. mentioned that at a meeting held last 
May the matter was brought before the Association 
by several circulars received from the Scottish Associa- 
tion, who asked this Association to send representatives 
to a meeting to consider it. The President and himself 


were appointed. He (the speaker) could not attend, 


took place, 
t afternoon 


but the President did so. Several meeti 
and the report they were met to consider 


as - the proposed rules of the new National was the 
result. 

Mr. Matcoum said if they could see that amalgama- 
tion would benefit the profession in any way they would 
all agree to it. Therefore it would depend upon the 
discussion whether they thought amalgamation was a 
good thing. Personally, he was distinctly of opinion 
that in these days they got more rf amalgamation than 
they could get by acting individually, and a united pro- 
fession must have a better chance of redressing a griev- 
ance or effecting a reform than if the movement came 
from a section. 

he Hon. Sec. said he would like to remind the mem- 
bers that it was a member of this Association who first 
suggested anything of the sort, and that gentleman was 
resent at that meeting. He referred to Mr. Wartnaby. 
hen Mr. Wartnaby was president of this Association, 
he mentioned it in his presidential address, and also 
“7m to Prof. Macqueen, who happened to be present, 
about it. Prof. Macqueen took it up, and it was deci- 
ded to send delegates to a representative meeting, but 
that representative meeting was never held. Afterwards 
Prof. Bradley took it up, and that was how they had got 
as far as they had. 

Mr. WartTNaBy said that when he was president of 
this.Association he attended a meeting of the Central 
V.M.A., and he suggested amalgamation then. He 
thought it would be for the welfare of the profession if 
they had some parent society to which the various dis- 
trict societies could be affiliated. He mentioned it both 

yublicly and privately to a many leading men, and 
S also had some correspondence with Prof. Macqueen 
on the subject, and it was thought at the time that the 
National Veterinary Association might answer all pur- 

but, as they knew, the work of that Society wasgene- 
rally cutand dried beforehand, and it was difficult tointro- 
duce any extraneous matter at their meetings. As for 
the merits of the scheme, as this Association had sent 
its President to the meetings to discuss amalgamatio 
he ventured to suggest that they had already commit 
themselves to it, at least in principle. 

The CHarrMAN: We have not agreed to anything 
yet. 

Mr. Matcotm: But we evidently thought there was 
some good in the idea, or we should not have sent dele- 
gates to the meeting to consider it. 

Mr. TayLor said he was in favour of amalgamation if 
it would strengthen their hands as a profession. They 
would only be acting up to their motto Vis wneta 
fortvor. 

Some discussion ensued as to the form the discussion 
should take, and a suggestion by the Hon. Sec. that they 
should take each rule in turn, was acted upon. 

Rule 1—Name. Mr. Taywor said he should like to 
see the word “Medical” dropped, and the word 
“ British” substituted for “ National.” 

Mr. MALcotM agreed that the word “ Medical” might 
with advantage be dropped, but thought the description 
“National” ought to stand. British generally meant 
only Great Britain, not Ireland, but it was hoped the 
new Society would be of further reaching influence. 

It was eventually resolved to recommend the title to 
be “The National Veterinary Asgociation.” 

Rule 2—Objects. With regard to Rule 2, the Hon. 
Sec. said he agreed with Clauses 1, 2, 3, and 4, but he 
considered Clause 5 would be better out, namely, the 
investigation and settlement of professional grievances 
and disputes between members. Clause 6. providing 
for the defence of members involved in unfair prosecu- 
tions arising from practice, ought also to be eliminated, 
because in his opinion it would be unworkable. He 
thought Clause 7, providing for the establishment and 
administration of a benevolent fund should also. be 
omitted. They had two very good associations at the 


present time doing benevolent work, and rather than 
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be in opposition to them he would sooner see them 
united. 

Mr. Triccer : No, no. 

The Hon. Sxc., continuing, said he was not in favour 
of Clause a6 providing for minimum professional fees, 
which would also prove unworkable. 

Mr. TRIGGER said that the very presence of the rules to 
which the Hon. Sec. had taken exception made him dis- 
satisfied with the whole thing. This new Society would 
be doing the work of the Council of the Royal yee 
of Veterinary Surgeons in some directions, and would 
be competing with two very useful benevolent institu- 
tions in another. 

Mr. WartTNaby was not in favour of excluding the 
question of a minimum fee. It was a thing which was 
uppermost in his own mind. He thought some pro- 
fessional society like the one that was contemplated 
might prevent a corporation, or a county council or an 
insurauce company offering the ridiculously low fees 
which they sometimes did now. Fancy a man having 
to drive 12 miles, make an examination drive back 
again, and receive 7/6. It was not worth it, but if one 
man gave it up, another often took it on. Between mo 
fessional men, that sort of thing ought to be impossible, 
but it was not, he was sorry to say. 

Mr. MatcouM said there were one or two clauses in 
Rule 2 that he was not in agreement with. He did not 
agree with the settlement of professional grievances be- 
tween members, because he thought it would not work 
well. However, he was distinctly in favour of the 
defence of members who were being prenes unfairly. 
As for the proposed establishment of a benevolent fund, 
he thought that should only be in connection with an 
surplus funds the new Association might have. It 
ought not to be in competition with the existing fund 
nor should it entail any additional charge upon the loca 
Associations. He thought the regulation of minimum 

, fees was very desirable, but he could not see how it was 
going to bedone. Circumstances varied according to 
the locality, and some men being under less expense 
than others might be content with a less fee than 
others. 

The clauses of Rule 2 were then taken seriatim. The 
Hon. Sec. moved that the first four clauses be agreed 
to. This was seconded by Mr. Malcolm and carried. 

The Hon. Sec. then moved that Clause 5 relating to 
the settlement of professional disputes among members 
be deleted. No one, he said, was more anxious than he 
was to see this scheme through, and he thought 
that would best be snumeatiched by eliminating at this 
stage any — upon which there was a difference of 
— r. Trigger seconded the motion, which was 
carried. 

The Hon. Src. next moved that Clause 6 be deleted, 
relating to the defence of members involved in unfair 
prosecutions.— Mr. Trigger seconded. 

Mr. Matcoim took thé opposite view, and moved as 
an amendment that the clause be retained. 

Mr. RENFREW seconded this. He thought the new 
Association might be very useful in undertaking work 
of that description. 

Mr. TricGER thought it would be in opposition to the 
present defence society, and that that would be fatal to 
the scheme’s success. 

Mr. Malcolm’s amendment was carried. 

The Hon. Sec. moved the deletion of Clause 7, “ The 
establishment and administration of a benevolent fund.” 
—Mr. Taylor seconded this. 

Mr. Matcotm said he was in favour of paging the 
clause in. Hedid notsee why the new National should 
be debarred spending its surplus funds in benevolence, 
if there were any. fie moved as an amendment that the 
clause be retained.—Mr. Prickett seconded. 

Mr. Taytor said he was at present a member of the 


Manchester Fund, but he should not feel disposed to 
subscribe to any more. 

Upon a vote being taken, the Hon. Sec’s motion to 
delete the clause by a large majority. 

The Hon. Szc. moved that Clause 8 be approved, and 
this a seconded by Mr. Malcolm, and carried unani- 
mously. 

The Hon. Sec. moved that Clause 9 be approv 
providing for general arrangements for bacteriol ati 
examinations, analysis of food-stuffs, etc., on behalf of 
members. 

Mr. TayLor said he would second on condition that 
the analysis of patent medicines be included. 

The Hon. Sec. to add this to his motion, 
which was then carried unanimously. 

The Hon. Sec. next moved the deletion of Clause 10, 
“The regulation of minimum professional fees.” He 
thought it would be unworkable—Mr. Burchnall 
seconded. 

Mr. WaRTNABY thought it would be removing a wide 
field for good, and he moved that the clause be re- 
tained. This was not seconded, however, and the Hon. 
Sec’s motion was carried. . 

Rule 2, as amended, was thereupou aygrere’. 

Rules 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7—Income and y. Mr. 
Taylor asked in regard to income whether it was quite 
clear that the new Association did not handle the funds 
of this Association. _ 

The CuarrMAN said he understood they would only 
handle their own funds and have nothing to do with the 
funds of the local Associations. 

On the motion of the. Hon. Sec., Rules 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 
were then unanimously approved, without discussion. 
—Mr. Malcolm seconded. 

Membership rules. Mr. TayLor raised the question 
as to whether a man could be a member of the new 
National without being a member of a local Association. 

The Hon. Sec. said he thought not. 

Rules 8, 9, 10, and 11 were agreed to without dis- 
cussion. 

On Rule 12, Mr. Devine raised the question of a man 
who happened to go abroad. He would cease to be a 
member when abroad, but if he came back he ought 
not to be called upon to pay another entrance fee. 

Mr. Epwarbs pointed out that there was a rule in 
the Central Association relating to Army men, who were 
exempt from paying their subscription while they were 
on foreign service, and on their return they were re 
admitted to membership without paying another en- 
trance fee. He proposed as an addition to the rule a 
proviso to that effect. 

Mr. Cor seconded the motion, which was carried, 
Rule 12, with this amendment, being then agreed to. 

Rule 13 was approved without discussion. 

Divisions and branches. The Hon. Sec. proposed 
that the word “Division” be struck out. Instead of 
there ag, 1 three branches, he would increase the 
number. He also thought that an Association having, - 
say, 100 or 120 members should have a greater repre- 
sentation than a small Association on the Council. He 
suggested the existing Veterinary Associations should 
form the branches, and he moved a resolution to that 
effect.—Mr. Taylor seconded, and it was carried. 

There was some discussion as to proportion of repre- 
sentation on the Council, and the general opinion was 
that it should be proportionally to the membership, say, 
at the rate of four cent. of the membership of the Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. Devine and Mr. Malcolm both strongly support- 
ed proportionate representation. 

Mr. Epwarps was of the same opinion, but as it 
affected the very constitution of the new jation, 
they could not give the matter too much consideration. 


He proposed t the branch association be allowed 
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one a for every 25 members or portion 
thereof. 


This was seconded by Mr. Wartnaby and carried, and 
Rule 14, as amended, was approved. rsa : 

With regard to Rule 15, Mr. Taylor again wished it 
to be made clear that this Association was strongly 
opposed to the new Association having anything what- 
ever to do with the funds of the branches themselves. 

Rule 15 was approved without further discussion. 

Rule 16.—Subscriptions. Mr. Trigger thought the 
whole crux of the case was in this rule. This scheme 
might be a good one for the new National, but it was 
going to be fatal to the local associations. It was pro- 

to impose a penalty of 10s. 6d. per annum upon 
every member, and a man could not be a member of the 
National unless he was a member of a local association, 
and vice versa. Why could not a man be a member of 
one without joining the other? Let a man please him- 
self whether he joined the National or not. 

Mr. Matcotm said he could not see eye to eye with 
Mr. Trigger on this point. He thought there were few 
members who would object to the guinea if it could be 
shown that they would derive any direct benefit from it. 
Co-operation through the profession was essential if the 
were going to do any good, and that was why he wel- 
comed any scheme for amalgamation. 

Mr. TricGER : Still I don’t see why you should force 
a man to be a member of both associations. 

Mr. Devine asked whether every local Association 
would pay the same fee? “Not exceeding 10s. 6d. the 
rule said. He thought there should be uniformity in 
the matter. 

The CuarrMAN : They don’tsay how much they want, 
but I suppose all local Associations would pay the same, 
whatever it is. 

Mr. TayLor said what about the r treasurer. 
Would he be obliged to send up a half-guinea out of 
every guinea he received, and whenever he received it ? 

Mr. BuRCHNALL said he certainly should not advocate 
sending up money to the National until it had been paid 
by the member, or the local Associations might soon be 
out of pocket. Nor should he send up the National’s 
share every time he receiveda guinea. He should wait 
till he had a sum in hand. 

The Hon. Sec. said there were always members in 
arrear with their subscriptions, and he en yy there 
always would be. Therefore it would be unfair to expect 
the local Associations to send money up to the National 
until they had received it themselves. 

Mr. said it would also have. to be considered 
whether a man who was a member of more than one 
local Association should pay the full subscription to 
every one of them. If his guinea to the Midland Asso- 
ciation included half-a-guinea to the National, he ought 
not to have to pay to the National in through any 
other Association. Then how about life members of an 
association. A man may have become a life member of 
a local Association by paying a lump sum down. Was 
he Agcy to start paying his annual subscriptions 
again 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the National would 
have to take over the liabilities of the local Associations 
in the shape of life members. 

Mr. Triccer: I cannot see why a man should be 
forced to belong to the National, and I move that mem- 
bers subscribing one guinea shall be affiliated to the 
National, and that members who subscribe half a 

inea, as at present, remain members of the Midland 

jation only. 

Mr. Prickett seconded, and said he thonght it would 
Ser to wait and see what the other Societies were 

oing. 

The Hon. Sec.: We cannot sit on the fence in that 
ay If every Society did the same where should we 


Mr. Taytor: What is going to become of the present 
National ? 

Mr. Matcotm : It will become a branch of the new 
Association. 

- Taytor: The new Society will absorb the old 
one 

Mr. Triccer: Yes, and it will absorb us. 


The Hon. Sec: We are di ing, Mr. Chairman. 
We must all agree, surely, that by all Associations 
uniting we can better defend the profession from attack, 
and better fight for anything we want. 

A vote was then taken on Mr. Trigger’s amendment, 
and it was defeated. 

A resolution by Mr. Edwards, seconded by Mr. 
Taylor, was then carried to the effect that the subscrip- 
tion to the National be 10s. 6d. per member, to be re- 
mitted by the Treasurer of the local Association when 
he had received it. 

Mr. Devine moved that a new rule be inserted to the 
effect that where a man was a member of more than 
one local Association, he should only pay the half guinea 
to the’National once over. He could please himself 
which Association he paid it through. 

This was seconded by Mr. Maleolm and carried. 

Rules 17, 18, 19, and 20 were approved without dis- 
cussion. With regard to Rule 21, Mr. Malcolm moved 
that 20 instead of 30 members be allowed to requisition 
for 4 special meeting. That was what the National had 


This was seconded by Mr. Burchnall and carried. 
Rules 22 and 23 were to without discussion. 
In Rule 24 Mr. Malcolm moved that 15 members form 

a quorum at a special meeting, as well as at a general 

meeting, and that words be inserted in the rule to pro- 

vide for this. 

The Hon. Sec. seconded this, and it was agreed to. 

Rules 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, and 35 we 
agreed to without discussion. 

With regard to Rule 36, the Hon. Sec. thought it 
would be a good thing if it could be so arranged that the 
senior Vice-president succeeded automatically to the 
position of president. 

The CHaiRMAN thought it would be unwise to bind 
the new Association down to that. 

The Hon. Szc. said he would not Bae the matter, 
and Rule 36 was accordingly approved. 

The Constitution of the Council, With re to 
Rule 37, providing for the constitution of the Council, 
the Hon. Sec. moved that it be so altered that the 
Council should consist of the officers of the Association. 
together with the Secretaries of all the branches, and 
that the elected representatives from the branches be on 
the basis of one for every 25 members of the branch or 
portion thereof.—This was seconded by Mr. Burchnall 
and carried. 

Rules 38, 39, 40, and 41 were approved without dis- 
cussion. 

With regard to Rule 42, Mr. Malcolm moved that 
where it says, “the Council shall annually prepare a re- 
port and balance sheet, etc.” the words “ by their Secre- 
tary” and “by their Treasurer” as the case may be 
should be inserted,—This was seconded by the Hon. 
Sec., and carried. 

Rules 43, 44, 45, and 46 were agreed to without dis- 
cussion. 

With to Rule 47, Mr. Trigger moved that the 
Treasurer be elected annually, instead of for three years, 
as suggested. The Hon. Sec. seconded the amendment, 
and it was carried. 

Rule 48 having also been approved without discussion, 
the ‘Hon. Sec. similarly moved to amend Rule 49 so 
that election of the Secretary shall be annual instead of 
triennial, which was seconded by Mr. Prickett and 

to. In the same rule,an amendment moved by 

r. Malcolm, and seconded by the Hon. Sec. was also 
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carried, inserting the words “if possible” after the 
word, “the Secretary shall .be present at the meet- 
ings, etc.” 

he remaining rules were then approved without dis- 
cussion. 

General approval of the scheme. The Chairman then 
formally moved that the scheme, as amended at that 
meeting, be  fegetaa by this Association.—Mr. Wart- 
seconded. 

r. Prickett moved as an amendment that it lay on 
the table until the views of other loca] Associations had 
been ascertained. 

Mr. TRIGGER sail there was no amendment necessary. 
It was Yea or Nay, did they approve the scheme as 
amended. He should vote againsi it, because he thought 
it would be fatal to all local Associations. He did not 
see what they would gain by the new Association that 
they had not got already. What about the present 
National? He did not see how they could throw it on 
one side. 

Mr. Cor said he was in favour of the scheme with 
certain reservations, but he feared the financial condi- 
tions would cut a great many members off in some 
districts. 

The resolution approving the scheme was then 
carried. One or two members abstained from voting 
either way. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Gold for his services in the 
chair, proposed by Mr. Prickett, and seconded by the 
Hon. Sec., brought-the proceedings to a close. 


H. J. Dawes, Hon. See. 


LOOKING BACK,* 


A GLANCE FRoM EMPIRICISM TO EXPERIMENT, FROM 
SUPERSTITION TO RESEARCH.—By Sir HENRY Morris, 
Bart., M.A., F.R.c.8., Eng., Emeritus Lecturer on Sur- 
gery at the Middlesex Hospital. 


Montaigne, the earliest systematic sceptical writer in 
the French language, published at the end of the six- 
teenth century an amusing but satirical essay on physic 
and physicians. He mentions many of the empirical 
remedies then in use, such as “ the left foot of a tortoise, 
the urine of a lizard, the dung of an elephant, the liver 
of a mole, and blood drawn from under the right wing 
of a white pigeon.” Montaigne comments at some 
length on his own sufferings from stone in the bladder. 
He avoided being treated by physicians, and no wonder, 
for he adds, “and for us who have the stone, so scorn- 
fully do they use us in our miseries,” that they prescribe 
“the excrements of rats beaten into a powder.” He 
learnt the fallacy of the idea that the blood of a he-goat 
was a remedy for stone by having one killed and finding 
stones within the body. From Montaigne’s own account, 
however, it is clear they were not urinary calculi but be- 
zoars, which are not uncommon in the stomachs of goats, 
antelopes, and other animals, and which formerly were 
esteemed as antidotes to all poisons. 

Montaigne illustrates what he describes as “ the 
variety and weakness of the rationale of the profession,” 
by citing the reasons given by one set of physicians why 
aperitive medicines are proper for persons subject to the 
stone, and the reasons given by another set why aperi- 
tive medicines are dangerous to those same persons, by 
tending “to create gravel, and to occasion a certain and 
most painful death.” Here in this hospital, public 
opinion has required us to try numerous purely empiri- 
cal drugs for cancer, such 2s chian turpentine, condur- 
ango root, violet leaves, molasses, and others—all as 


*Abstract from an address delivered before the Middlesex 
Hospital Medical Society. 


entirely without curative effect as the repulsive things 
mentioned by Montaigne. 

Under Arabian and other Oriental influences medi- 
cine became mixed up with magic, alchemy, and astro- 
logy ; and iu the Middle Ages it came under the yoke 
of theological dogma, and was enslaved by supersition, 
The influence of superstition containued long, and, 
though scotched, is not even yet killed. The practice 
of touching as a cure for scorbutic diseases was exercised 
by all our Sovereigns from Edward the Confessor to the 
time of Queen Anne, and was especially prevalent in 
the reign of Charles II. Though it is unfair to the 
memory of the illustrious physician of Norwich, Sir 
Thomas Browne, to quote him in illustration of the 
superstitions which prevailed in his day, without men- 
tioning that in a ye saa work published 12 years 
later he deliberately attacked them as “ Vulgar and Com- 
mon Errors.” is is nevertheless true that in “ Religio 
Medici,” published in 1634, he declared his belief in the 
philosopher’s stone, in witches, in palmistry, and in 
spirits and tutelary angels ; and he rated those who 
denied the existence of witches as atheists and “worse 
than infidels.” 

It was at one time taken for ted in Christian 
countries, and the view is said to have been sanctioned 
by Luther, that hail and wind were the works of 
wizards. Combe, in his “Constitution of Man,” relates 
that in the middle of the eighteenth century the country 
west of Ediuburgh was so unhealthy that every spring 
the farmers and their servants were seized with fever 
and ague, and that these visitations were believed to be 
sent by Providence. After a while the land was drained 
and the fever and ague disappeared. 

Swinburne, in his “Travels through Spain (1775- 
1776),” tells that the clergy in the latter part of the 
eighteenth century were on the point of putting an end 
to the opera because they attributed the want of rain to 
the influence of that | 

In 1760 the physicians of Madrid opposed the cleans- 
ing of the streets of the city, as they considered the 
smells emitted from them were wholesome. The argu- 
ment was that “the air Leirg sharp and piercing it was 
extremely probably that bad smells made the atmos- 
phere heavy, and in that way deprived it of some of its 
injurious properties.” But Spain was a particularly 
backward country, for Townsend during his journey 
through Spain in 1792 found that the leading physician 
of the country doubted the truth of the circulation of 
the blood, which Harvey had proved 150 years before. 
Even in the beginning of the nineteenth century there 
was not a lecture room for practical instruction in the 
colleges of either Madrid, Barcelona, or Cadiz. 

As long as it was forbidden to question the teaching 
of the Church, physical science made but slow pro 
scientific investigation was under great restraint, a 
scientific investigators were frequently punished as here- 
tics. As long as periodic attacks of fever and ague 
were believed to be visitations sent by God it was heresy 
to make efforts to prevent them. As long as a lengthy 

yeriod of drought was regarded as a Divine punishment 

for indulgence in ungodly amusements it was conceiva- 
ble that the closure of the theatres and opera houses 
might bring down the gentle rain from heaven as well 
as the drop-curtain of the stage. But as soon as fever 
and ague disappeared with effectual drainage, it was 
possible to realise that the cause of these diseases was 
the stagnant state of the land, and not the vengeance of 
an offended Deity. And when the rainfall, which atone 
time makes the corn grow, and at another ruins the crops 
before they can be garnered up by the farmer, is ascer- 
tained to be a necessary consequence of other antecedent 
occurrences, and its variations are brought under known 
laws of Nature, then probably the a for rain will 
be expunged from our Prayer s and Chureh 
Services, 
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In 1853 a severe epidemic of cholera spread over this 
country and was very destructive in Scotland. The 
clergy, supported by the people of Scotland, applied to 


the Home Secretary to know if the Queen would appoint 


a day for a national fast, which was the most effectual 
way in their judgment of propitiating the Deity to sta 
such a terrible pestilence. This view was in accord wit 
the superstitious fancies as to the origin of disease then 
prevalent in Scotland, and which were once almost 
universally cherished alike by Pagans, Catholics, Protes- 
tants, re j Presbyterians throughout the world. Lord 
Palmerston, the Home Secretary at the time, had the 
courage to set at defiance such narrow notions. On 
behalf of the English Government he informed the 
Presbytery of Edinburgh “that the affairs of this world 
are regulated by natural laws, on the observance or 
neglect of which the weal or woe of mankind depends,” 
roe he advised that it was better to cleanse than to fast, 
and that under the circumstances activity was prefera- 
ble to humility. He urged that efforts should be made 
to destroy the causes of disease by improving the dwell- 
ings and other conditions of the r. If this were 
done he doubted not that all wal @ well, otherwise 
pestilence would be sure to revisit them, “in spite of 
all the a ng and fastings of a united but inactive 
nation.” The action of rd Palmeston showed the 
triumph of common sense over prejudice ; of practical 
wisdom over ignorant helplessness ; of science over the 
old theological, as distinct from religious spirit, which 
formerly made martyrs of scientific men by persecution 
and sometimes by death. 

In the half-century which has elapsed since the corres- 

ndence just referred to between a member of the 
British Government and the heads of the Scottish 
Presbyterian Church, science has made a progress un- 
paralleled in any previous period. At that date the 
continued fevers, and diphtheria, erysipelas, pyzemia, 
septicemia, and other septic diseases were ever present 
mysteries. Their immediate causes were unknown, 
their treatment tentative and uncertain, their prophy- 
laxis of the most general and miscellaneous character. 
To-day all is changed. The cause of cholera is sought 
for amongst the microbes, and the majority of infective 
diseases have been proved -to be due to the invasion by 
specific organisms, which come from without and multi- 


within the Prevention and treatment, im- 
av 


munity and cure, e been, thanks to experiment, 
placed upon a definite and sure foundation. The very 
microbes which cause the disease are utilised, directl 
or indirectly, as a means of protection against an 
palliation of it. i 

But although the irrational opinions formerly enter- 
tained in regard to the origin of the disease in particu- 
lar, and to the phenomena of nature in general, are well- 
nigh extinct, and although the views of science and of 
religion (as distinct from the theological view) are well 
in accord as to the uniformity and order of the material 
world, differences still arise in reference to the complex 
nature of man and the relation of the mental and the 
material parts of him. It is too much to expect that 
all opposition to science and research have ceased and 
that superstition is got rid of altogether. 

Though the struggle between theol and science is 
probably over, and plague and pestilence, as well as 
earthquakes and famine, are now universally admitted 
to be the natural effects of other antecedent material 
events, research by experiment is at the present time 
being hotly resisted by a band of no doubt well-meaning 
persons whose intentions are good, but whose methods 
are tortuous. This band having, by way of exciting 
prejudice, stigmatised experiment on living animals 
with the name of vivisection—as though all instead of 
a mere fraction of a unit per cent. of them were cutting 
experiments—has, under the assumed banner of human- 
ity, moved a great charitable fund for the benefit of the 


sick poor to exclude from its bounty any direct or in- 
direct assistance to medical education or research, and 
has been the cause of the appointment of a Royal Com- 
mission on Vivisection, whose report we are at this 
moment eagerly awaiting, though without fear or mis- 
giving as to the result. 

One of the results of “looking back” is that we 
realise how phases of opinion and cyles of thought, as 
well as epidemics of disease, are prone to recur. It is 
possible for the oldest amongst us to recall periods at 
which mesmerism, hypnotism, thought-rcading, table- 
turning, and faith-healing were temporarily in vogue, 
and then passed away again out of favour or notice. 
Just now there is a phase of opinion—entertained, too, 
by some honourable and distinguished men—that there 
is scope and reason for the exercise of “Suggestion ” as 
a remedial and curative mt; and it has been 
seriously put forward that the already vastly over- 
burdened medica] curriculum should be still further 
charged by -the addition of “a sound psychological 
training,” so that every medical practitioner shall be 
able to employ “ mental therapeuties ” and to engage in 
“the scientific practice of suggestion.” 

Surely it behoves the leaders of medical thought and 
opinion to walk most warily in this direction. A com- 
mittee to make a careful scientific investigation of the 
nature and subsequent history of the cases asserted to 
have ceen cured by Christian Science, by hypnotism, 
and at Lourdes, might make a valuable contribution as 
to the questions involved ; but I venture to think it 
would be highly undesirable to combine “the practice 
of suggestion” with the ordinary practice of our pro- 
fession. 

I will conclude by repeating what I have previous 
said in the course of this address, namely, that a 
actions involve belief, and all successful action true 
belief, and that to arrive at true belief in medicine we 
must through scientific scepticism to knowledge, 
ree dovbt to certainty, and replace empiricism by 
experimen superstition by research.—TZhe Lancet. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


EXAMINATIONS IN DUBLIN. 


At the recent examinations held in Dublin, the fol- 
lowing gentlemen obtained the Diploma : 


Mr. Carter Armstrong. 
Joseph Aloysius Gibbons. 
Michael Francis O'Sullivan. 
Henry Gordon Tabuteau. 
Thomas Going Stoney Bogue. 
James Dodd. 
William Turnbull Ferguson. 


John Fox. 
The following passed their Third Examination 
Mr. C. H. Bryans Mr. P. F. McCormack 


P. A. Carroll T. L. Revington 
M. Cunningham F. Roche 

E. Wilson J. A. Smith 

T. Doyle F. J. Weir * 

G. A. Kelly 


The following passed their Second Examination : 


Mr. R. Burgiss Mr. A. E. O'Neill 
J. Evans C. J. Ryan 
V. Fox W. P. Walsh 
T. H. Kellett R. P. Byrne 
C. E. McCrea R. Jackson 


er 
W. J. O'Donoghue * 
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The following passed their First Examination : 
Mr. J. Shannon 


Mr. T. J. Carroll * 
S. Flood * 
L. A. Herbert 
P. D. Huston 


Mr. T. A. B. Cocksedge 
V. S. M. Cope 
A. A. Comerford 
V. Franklin 
J. P. Hamilton 
W. D. John 


The following passed their Third Examination : 


Mr. J. A. G. Gosling 
8. G. M. Hickey * 
8. C. Rowbotham 


The following passed their Second Examination : 


Mr. F. G. Buxton 
R. T. Davis 
T. Herratt 
E. J. Laine * 


The following passed their First Examination - 


Mr. C. E. W. Bryan 
J. C. R. Lawrence * 
W. E. Petty * 
R. J. Stow 


Marked thus * passed with Second Class Honours 


EXAMINATIONS IN LIVERPOOL. 


At a meeting of the Board of Examiners held 
in Liverpool on December 13th for the Written, 
and on and between December 16th and 20th in- 
clusive for the Oral and Practical Examinations, the 
following gentlemen passed their Final Examina- 


tion :— 
Mr. C. L. O’Gorman 


The following passed their Third Examination : 
| Mr. E. L. Butters * 


Mr. P. McGregor 
F. J. Richmond 


The following passed their Second Examination : 


The following passed their First Examination : 
| Mr. R. Daubney 


Marked thus * passed with Second Class Honours. 
CHARLES BrackHurst, Local Sec. 


Mr. A. P. Gately 


| 
Those marked * obtained Second Class Honours. 


A. E. Brandon 
E. 8. Morgan 


EXAMINATIONS IN EDINBURGH. 
At a meeting of the Board of Examiners held on 


December 13th for the Written and on and between 
December 15th and 18th inclusive for the Oral and 
Practical Examinations, the following gentlemen 


Secretary of passed their Final Examination :— 


EXAMINATIONS IN LONDON. 


At a meeting of the Board of Examiners heid in 
London on December 13th for the Written, and on 
and between December 17th and 20th inclusive for 
the Oral and Practical Examinations, the following 
gentlemen passed their Final Examination : 


Mr. John Anderson, Caledon. Co. Tyrone. 
William Davies, Llandyosel, South Wales, 
John Macfarlane, Doune. 

E. J. Nicholson, Bridlington, Yorks. 

Fred. H. Sanderson, Ovingham, Newcastle, 
John J. M. Soutar, Edinburgh. 

James Waddell, Kilwinning. 

William Walker, Cornhill, Banff. 


The following passed their Third Examination: 


_ Mr. Wm. Aitken Mr. J. B. Idle 
Mr. F.O. Maynard _ H. Allison W. S. Lornie 
J. A. McMenamin J. L. Cormack W. J. E. McKenzie 
V. Pride-Jones S. C. Currie P. B. Riley 
W. Sewell J. R. Greig 
The following passed their Second Examination : 
Mr. F. J. L, Croudace | Wm. Dalling * 


Mr. G. A. Roberts * 
R. Wooff * 
R. W. Williams 


Mr. W. F. Poulton 
S. H. L. Woods 
B. M. R. West * 


Mr. 8. L. Slocock * 


Mr. W. Knox Denham 


The following passed their First Examination: 
Mr. J. Brodie Russell 


R. E. Drennan Ed. Sewell 
E.S. Holmes * — D. R. Williamson 


Marked thus * passed with Second Class Honours, 


EXAMINATIONS IN GLASGOW. 
At a meeting of the Board of Examiners held on 


December 13th for the Written and on December 
15th and 16th inclusive for the Oral and Practical 
Examinations, the following gentlemen passed their 


6. Watson 
H. B. Williams Final Examination :— 
Mr. M. Mackay Mr. J. J. O'Brien 
J. F. Taylor | 


Frep Buttock, Sec. 


Mr. E. F. Angler 
W. Barr 


The following passed their Third Examination: 


Mr. J. Dnnlo Mr. J. S. Moncreiff 
H. M. Johnston | W. S. Inglis 
W. Anderson 


The following passed the Second Examination : 
Mr. W. Macfarlane. 


The following passed their First Examination: 
oe R. B. Crichton 


Mr. E. Morgan 


Mr. A. L. Pollard 
J. L. Williams 


Barnet, on Monday, Decem| 


OBITUARY. 


Gavin Scort, A, 


raduated, Glas : April, 1874. 
Mr. Scott died suddenly from cerebral hemorrhage on 


Dec. 15. Aged 60 years. 
Hersert G. RopGeErs, M.B.C.v.s., Kegworth, Derby. 


in: May, 1889, 
Death took place on Dec. 16, from hepatic cirrhosis, 


at the age of 45 years. 
ma : 


April, 1868. 
Mr. Hill died from phthisis at his residence. High 
ber 20th, 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders Sh 
eep 
Anthrax. —— (including Counties | Scab. Swine Fever. 
Period. | Farcy) Affected 
Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Animals Out-}| Onut- rs 
breaks) mals. fbreaks| mals. fbreaks| mals.| Attacked ‘Pbreaks| breaks. | tered * 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Dec. 18 | 29 39 6 13 38 33 295 
Essex 1 
1908 ... | 28 34 15 40 31 26 708 
Corresponding week in | 1907 ... | 25 28 15 30 |Hertford 4 52 2€ 195 
1906... 26 40 il 19 82 28 | 210 
London 6 
51 ks, 1909... s+. | 1294 | 1677 532 | 1751 662 | 1637 | 14300 
Total for 51 weeks 
1908 ... | 1085 | 1398 3 | 112 779 | 2411 811 | 2040 | 14012 
Corresponding period in 1907 ... | 1061 | 1432 841 | 1884 [Surrey 1] 699] 2308 | 11115 
1906... | 917 | 1299 1056 | 1986 509 | 1243 7117 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Dec. 21, 1909. Parasitic Mange 


IRELAND. Week ended Dee. 11 1 
1908 ... 7 on 13 
Corresponding Week in 17 7 49 
1906 ... 10 8 36 
Total for 50 weeks, 1909 pe 8 8 74 396 88 1563 
1908 7 10 Bo fat 39 348 156 3583 
Corresponding period in 1907 3 5 6 1l 74 272 152 2684 
1906 4 8 8 16 81 238 95 1091 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Dec. 15, 1909 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS. 


Sir, 

From the lofty epistle with which ‘Audi alteram 
partem '’ favours us this week, I gather that that worthy 
does not intend to illuminate your columns with regard to 
the above subject any more, unless I treat him and his 
lucubrations with what he considers due respect. I shall 
not do so, but shall be guided by my own opinion of his 
deserts ; and if I have silenced him permanently so much 
the better. A scribe who is capable of representing a 
recognised capital offence against professional morals as not 
only unpunished but as reputable, deserves and requires (if 
only for the public benefit) effectual squelching. That I 
have given him, and I note that, though half the letter 
which he so superciliously affects toignore was a refutation 
of that misrepresentation, he neither dares to repeat his 
assertion nor has the decency to withdraw it. Well, his 
poor little letter will deceive nobody; and though I should 
‘like to hear him justify such expressions as ‘‘ abuse’’ and 
“‘yenom,”’ it is perhaps not worth while asking him to try 
to. He knows better—for to do so would involve quotation 
of my words, and of his own previous ones, which I know he 
now regrets having written. 

The letter signed ‘‘M.R.C.V.S.’’ requires a little explana- 
tion from the writer, and suggests one or two reflections to 
me. I may remark in the first place, however, that this 
correspondent ha’ not excited any venomous secretory 
powers I may possess, and therefore I do not expect he will 
find my remarks discourteous. Am I right in supposing 
that he suggests some sort of permanent recognition of 
existing unqualified assistants, with prohibition of the em- 
ployment of new ones? I see grave objection to any such 
proposal, and should like to know what possibly can be 
urged in its favour by this or any other contributor. 

“M.R.C.V.8.”’ objects to the prevalence of independent 
unqualified practitioners. I quite agree—but how many of 
these men have learnt their trade as unqualified assistants, 
and then struck out for themselves as occasion permitted ? 


We have ourselves to thank for their number and, in some 
cases, for their proficiency. And lastly—this remark is not 
directed at ‘‘ M.R.C.V.8."’ but af all and sundry of the pro- 
fession who employ unqualified assistants—how can a 
veterinary surgeon reasonably resent the opposition of an 
unqualified rival, on the ground of his !ack of qualification, 
when he himself daily employs a man just as unqualified 
for’responsible work in his own practice? We see this 
ridiculous inconsistence daily, and many of those loudest in 
their condemnation of neighbouring ‘‘ quacks’’ habitually 
retain at least one man just as deserving of the title in their 
own surgeries—and apparently see no inconsistence in it. 
And beyond this, do not even our claims for the recognition 
of the veterinary diploma in public health work sound 
rather weak, coming from men who absolutely ignore the 
diploma when selecting ‘‘ reliable’’ assistants in private 
practice? A great deal could be said, and I hope will be 
said, upon these points. At present I merely suggest them 
for the consideration of your readers. —Yours faithfully, 
‘* A Lonpon Practrrioner.”’ 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS. 
Sir, 


In reply to Mr. Gibbings’ letter I can only say that such 
advertisement is in calling with parts of the profession. As 
many veterinary surgeons combine with their occupation 
hotel keeping, blacksmith, and shoeing smith, horse-deal- 
ing, incurance agents, etc., under the circumstances I 
should not object to taking the work to attend the gas 
works horses by such an advertisement. I suppose Mr. 
Gibbings would like to have a advertisement and 
spend more of the ratepayers’ money.— Yours, etc. 

RaTepayeEr. 

Nottingham. 


Communications AND Papers Recervev.—Mr. J. G.[Bush. 
Report of Principal Veterinary Surgeon and Bacteriologist, 


Queensland. 
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Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 
Alterations for this list must be duly notified by the Secretaries 


Association or Verertnary Orricers or HEALTH 


Pres: Mr. J, 8. Lloyd, r.x.c.v.s., Health Office, Sheffield . 
Hon, Sec: Mr. A. . Trotter, m.R.0.v.8., 
Moore Street, Abattoir, Glasgow 


Borper Counties V.M.8. 
Pres: Mr. J, W. Hewson, m.n.0.v.s., Wigton 
Hon. Sec. (pro tem.) : Mr. F. W. Garnett, ™.R.0.v.s.. 
Dalegarth, Windermere 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 
Carz or Goop Horr V.M.8. 
Pres. Mr. J. D. Borthwick, m.8.c.v.s., Cape Town 
Hon. Sec. & Treas. Mr. J. W. Crowhurst 


Centra V.8. 
Pres. Mr. T. Salusbury M.R.C.V.8., 
Essex Lodye, Brixton Hill, §.W. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. A. MacCormack, m.n.0.v.8. 
122 St. George’ s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m 
Canapa V.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. E, James, Ottawa 


Cenrrat V.A. or 
Pres: Mr. P. J. Howard, .n.0.v.s., Ennis 
Hon. Sec. Mr. M. J. Cleary, m R.c.v.8., Streamstown, Moate 
Treas; J. F. Healey..m.n.0.v.s., Midleton 
Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H. P. Standley, m.z.c.v.s., Norwich 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. James Robertson, M.RB.C.V.S. 
Leo House, Stalham 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July 
Guascow V.M.S. 
Pres. Principal McCall. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. James Lowther 
Ver. Mep. Assn. or 
Pres; Mr. J. Holland, u x.c v.s., Athy 
Hon, Sec: Mr. W. H. Wilkinson, M.RB.C.V.8., 
171 Great Britain-street, Dublin 
‘on, Treas: Mr, M. F.R.C.V.S , 
6 Royal Terrace West, Kingstown 


LancasHire V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. Munro, .z.c.¥.s., Altrincham 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. G. H. Locke, m.n.0.v.8. 
Grosvenor-street, Manchester 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., & 
V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. G. Lockwood, m.n.c.v.s., Peterborough 
Hon. Sec: & Treas: Mr. R.F. Bett, u.n.c.v.s., 
Midland Railway, Derby 
Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and October 


Liverroot University V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, r.2.c.v.s., 
102 Quay-street, Manchester 
Hon, Secs: Prof, H. E. Annett, The University, 
Arnold Richardson, M.B.C.V.8., 
111 Arundel Avenue, Liverpool 
Meetings, May, July, October, January. 
Ver. Assn. or Manrropa. 
Pres: Mr. J. Welch, Roland 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. F. Torrance, Winnipeg 
Mipianp Countizs V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Trevor Spencer, M.B.c.v.s., 
Montague House, Kettering 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, ¥.8.0.v.8., 
Camden House, High-st., West Bromwich 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, ‘Wednesday, Thursday. and 
Friday alternately iu Feb., May, Aug. and Noy 


Nationa, Vert. Association. 
Prof. James Macqueen, ¥.x.c.v.s. London, N.W. 
: Mr. William Hunting, F.8.0.¥.8, London, 8. W. 


Narionat Verenmary Benevotent & 


Derrence 
Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, ¥.8.0.v.s., Brick-st, Manchester 
Treas: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, rF.2.0.v.s., 
Quay-street, Manchestes 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.8.0.v.s. 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 
Nort or Eneuanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H. S. Elphick, m.n.c.v.s., 
56 Eldon. st., Newcastle-on- Tyne 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E. R. Gibson, m.n.c.v.s. 
25 Marlborough- -street, Seaham Harbour 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 
NortH or V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. Gregg, m.n.c.v.s., Belfast 
Hon. Sec; Mr. J.8. A. Jordan, m.n.c.v.s., Belfast 
Hon. Treas; Mr. J. A. Thompson, F.8.0¢.v.s., Lurgan 
Norra or Scottanp V.M.S8. 
Pres: Mr. W. Skinner, m.8.c.v.s., Old Meldrum 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. . Howie, m.8.0.¥.8., 
Alford, Aberdeen 
Meetings, Last Saturday in January and August 
Norra Wares V.M.A. 
Pres: 
Hon. Sec. & Treas. T.C, Howatson, .8.c.v.8., St. Asaph 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 
Onranio V.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. H. Tennent, v.s., London, Ontario 
Sec: & Treas: Mr. C. H. Sweetapple, v.s., Toronto, Ontario 
Province oF Quepec V.M.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Gustave Boyer, Rigand, P.Q. 
Roya, Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. L. Stroud, F.8.0.v.8., Spring-st, Paddington, W 
Hon. Sec. @ Treas: Mr. Percy J. Simpson, F.B.c.v.s., 
Kendrick House, Maidenhead 
Meetings, Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 
Royat Scorris V.8, 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.8.0.v.s., Auchtermuchty. 


Hon. Sec: 
Royan Verertmnary M.A. 
Pres: Dr. Lander, D.Sc. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. L. Sheather, m.n.0.v.8. 
Assist. H.S. Mr, V. Pride Jones. 
Scortish V.M.S8. 
Pres: Mr. O Charnock Bradley, M.p., D.sc., M.B.0.V.8., 
Royal Dick Vet. College 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. Gofton, m.n.c.v.s., Ryl. Dick Vet. Coll. 


Soutuern Counties V.8. 
Pres: Mr. H. Smith, .z.c.v.s., Worthing 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Alex. Todd, m.z.c.v.s., Worthing 
Hon. Treas: Mr. E. W. Baker, ¥.B.C.V.8., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, ‘Mar., June and Sept. 


Souts Durgam anp Norte Yorxsuine V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. P. Snaith, m.z.c.v.s., Bishop Auckland. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.8.c.v.8., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Deo. 


TransvaaL V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr.J. K. Pilkington, m.n.c.v.s., Johannesburg 
Hon. Treas ; Mr. J. M. Christy, u.x.0.v.8., p.v.s. Krugersdorp 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. G. Bush, m.8.c.v.s., Piet Retief, Transvaal 
Western Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. W. Bovett, m.n.0.v.s., Bridgwater 
Hon. Sec. Mr. W. Ascott, m.n.c.v.s., Bideford 
Hon, Treas: Mr. P. G. Bond, m.z.0.v.s., Plymouth 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 
West or V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Hugh Begg, m.z.c.v.s., East Kilbride 
Hon. Sec: & Treasr: Jas. Macfarlane, M.R.C.Y.8., 
75 West Nile Street, Glasgow 
Meetings, Second Wednesday, May, Oct. and January. 
Yorxsuire Ver. Association 
Pres: Mr. H. G. Bowes, ¥.n.c.v.s., 106 Clarendon-rd, Leeds 
Hon. Sec; Mr. J. Clarkson, m.n.c.v.s., Garforth, nr.Leeds 


Treas: Mr. J. F. Simpson, ¥.B.C.V.8., Maidenhead 


Hon. Treas: Mr. A. McCarmick, 
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